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ABSTRACT

The study revealed that majority of the farmer’s’ were 31 years and above age. Most of them were educated up to secondary
standard, having morethan 11 years of experience of cultivating Phule Prgati. All thefarmershad agriculture asthe main occupation.
Majority of the farmers” having 1.01 to 2.00 ha farm size, 0.01ha to0.40 ha irrigated land, and 0.40 ha land under Phule Pragati. It was
also found that majority of the farmers’ were aware about selection of soil, preparatory tillage and water management practices.
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INTRODUCTION

Groundnut isthe major source of edible oil in India.
Research workers, JL-24 have evolved different varieties
with increased oil content which was later renamed as
“Phule Pragati” is one of them. This variety is sown in
Kharif and Rabi season. It has fifty percent oil content.
It maturesin 90 to 100 days and yields 18 to 20 quintal s/
hectare. However the recorded demonstrated yield at
farmers field was found to be 43 quintals per hectare
after 12 days of harvest. This variety was evolved at
Agricultural Research Station, Jalgaon of MahatmaPhule
Krishi Vidyapeeth, and Rahuri and rel eased for cultivation
in 1979. Ever since its release its spread has been
phenomenal in Maharashtra.

The extension agencies of the department of
Agriculture, Zilhaparishad, and State Agricultural
Universities, are playing an important rolein the spread
and adoption of high yielding variety of groundnut.
However, the adoption of recommended package of
practiceswith regardsto cultivation of Phule Pragati has
been partial resulting in differencesin yield obtained by
cultivators. Therefore, in order to understand the extent
of adoption of recommended package of practices of
cultivation of Phule Pragati present study was undertaken.
The specific objectives of the study were

1. To study the Personal and Socio-economic
characteristic of groundnut growers

2.  Tostudy theKnowledgeleve of groundnut growers
with specia reference to recommended package
of practicesof groundnut.

MATERIALS AND METHOSD
The present study was conducted in the Hatkanagale
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tahsil of Kolhapur, India. Asthe Hatkangal e tahsil having
maximum area under groundnut. From the list of 102
villages of thistahsil, inall 13 villages were randomly
selected for the purpose of data collection. From these
selected villagesalist of farmers cultivating Phule Pragati
was prepared.

From the list one thirty farmers(i.e.130) were
randomly selected as respondent who framed sample of
thestudy. Datawere collected by personally interviewing
the respondents with the hel p of the interview schedule.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
1.Personal and Socio-economic Profile :
Age:

Personal and socio-economic profileispresentedin
Table 1. Half of the respondent farmers were in the age
group of 31 to 50 years , while 39 percent were in the
age group of 51 years and more. Only 10.00 percent are
below 30 years. It means that majority i.e. 89.00 percent
farmers were 31 years and above.

Education:

Distribution of farmers by their education indicates
that nearly 87.00 percent farmerswereliteratewhile 13.00
percent werellliterate . Amongtheliterate, 43.00 percent
of respondents were in the category of education that
varied from 5" to 10" standard. In contrast, 19.00 percent
had attended junior college, whereas 8.00 percent had
attended the senior college.

Experience of cultivating Phule Pragati :

Morethan 60.00 percent farmershad been cultivating
Phule Pragati more than 11 years. About 27.00 percent
of the respondents had experience ranged between 6 to
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